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Klaboe replaces Burco as ODOT director 


Fred B. Klaboe, who began his career 
weamiye 30 years ago as a 
transitman-draftsman in Lakeview, has 
been named ODOT director-designate 
by the Transportation Commission. 

The appointment was announced 
Thursday during a telephone conference 
call among the commission members. 
Klaboe succeeds Bob Burco, who 
resigned effective Jan. 8. 

Commission Chairman Glenn 
Jackson said Klaboe’s choice would be a 
“‘very popular decision in the 
organization.” 

Commissioner Tom Walsh said he 
thought Klaboe was the “soundest 
choice’’ and that Klaboe was 
“handsomely qualified” to serve as 
director of ODOT. 

“I’m very pleased at the confidence 
the Commission has shown in me,’ 
Klaboe said.““With help and hard work 


from every employee in the department, 
together we will justify that trust.” 

ODOT’s new director was born in 
Oslo, Norway, but his family 
immigrated to the United States in 
1923, when he was one year old. The 
family settled in New York state, where 
he attended public schools. 

A veteran of six years’ service in the 
U.S. Navy during World War II, Klaboe 
attended Montana State College and 
received a degree in civil engineering in 
1949. He was hired, in his first career 
job, by the Oregon State Highway 
Department and assigned to Lakeview. 

From 1951 to 1955, he was resident 
engineer in Gold Beach and North Bend, 
where he worked on location of 
portions of Highway 101. After 
two-year stints in Coquille as district 
maintenance superintendent and in 
Roseburg as assistant division engineer, 


Commission to decide 
Banfield stand Dec. 19 


The Oregon Transportation 
_ Commission will be asked to endorse 
‘the highway-related improvements on 


_ During a ussion of the project at 
the Nov. 28 commission meeting, 
several members pointed out that their 
jurisdiction covered only the highway 
aspects of the project and that this 
intent be clearly spelled out in the 
endorsement. 

A combination lightrail-freeway 
widening project emerged as the favorite 


Inside 


Auove, eprerruction is underway 
on the new Conference Center 
at Silver Falls State Park. Story, 
page 5. 


The Parks Branch is considering 
ways to increase revenue to 
maintain parks in the future, 
through increased camping fees, or 
possibly a day use fee. ODOT 
employees were asked what they 
thought of day use fees in Candid 
Comments, page 6. 


Highway Division officials test 
emergency procedures, page 3. 


A real, live hero, page 3. 

Planning reps help cities and 
counties meet LCDC deadlines, 
page 5. 


| Bergman in ‘Toyland,’ page 8. 


coe Portland Banfield Transitway— 


downtown Portland to Gresham via the 


option among more than a dozen 
presented during the public hearing on 
the Banfield Transitway draft 
environmental _impact | statement _ last 


a sa 


he project stretches from 


Steel Bridge, Banfield Freeway, 1-205 
and East Burnside Street. 

Highway improvements include 
redecking the Steel Bridge, widening the 
Banfield to six full lanes out to 1-205, 
replacing numerous overpasses, and 
reconstructing several interchanges. 

Project cost is estimated at about 
$160 million, with highway-related 
improvements estimated to cost 
between $55 and $60 million. 

Construction would be financed 
primarily with federal funds transferred 
from the cancelled Mt. Hood Freeway. 
State match of about $8.8 million 
would be confined to highway-related 
improvements. Source of local match 
for the transit component of the project 

See PROJECT, page two. 


Klaboe was called to Salem in 1958 as 
field construction engineer, and was 
promoted two years later to assistant 
construction engineer. 

Klaboe served next for three years as 
metropolitan engineer in Portland, 
before returning to Salem in 1965 as 
assistant state highway engineer. He was 


selected as deputy state highway 
engineer in 1972, and as state highway 
engineer in 1973. 

He was named chief of oerations for 
ODOT in July of 1975, a position he 
has held until the present. 

He and his wife, Elberta, have four 
daughters, and reside in Salem. 


Fred Klaboe: The ise fnttees Choice.” 


Elk hunting’s over; snow season starts 


“You should have been here last 
night,’’ says Troy Dowdy, La 
Grande-area maintenance worker and 
sander operator. “There were trucks 
spun-out, and cars tried to pass them on 
the highway.” 

Dowdy was referring to one of the 
first days of the snow season, which 
arrived in some parts of Oregon just 
before Thanksgiving. 

He and other maintenance workers in 
mountain passes and other snow regions 
have “switched gears” from paving and 
other summer jobs to plowing snow, 
sanding, and in general, helping winter 
motorists. 

“Elk hunting season is over now, and 
the guys have taken their vacations and 
are settling into winter jobs,” says 
Howard Brunson, maintenance office 


manager in Bend, whose office was 
covered in mid-November with snow 
and icicles. 


The conversion has been more or less 
routine, according to Maintenance 
Operations Engineer John Sheldrake. 
“We had pre-Thanksgiving flurries of 


snow in the Central and Northern 
Cascades, not too much in the 
Northeast,” he says, “and our ‘banana 
belt’ down south is doing fine.” 

Snow region crews have started 
double, or triple (round-the-clock) shifts 
to keep highways in Central and Eastern 


Oregon safe and free of snow. 

“When the first snow hits, crews have 
to be especially careful because drivers 
forget how to drive in the snow, and 
their cars slide everywhere. But pretty 
soon, things settle back to normal.” 

See photos, page two. 


Computer takes a holiday 


ODOT’s computer took a longer than 
expected Thanksgiving holiday and was 
not fully back in operation a week later. 

“We started shutting down for 
planned upgrading of the processing 
unit after work hours on Wednesday 
(Nov. 22) and expected to have 
everything back on-line by Monday 
morning”’, said Harry Anderson, head of 
ODOT information systems. 

Anderson said that technicians ran 
into some problems in getting the 
computer to function properly Sunday 
afternoon, “and we still (as of Nov. 29) 
aren’t sure what the source of the 


problem is.” 

The system operated intermittently 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, but the 
electronic bugs were “rapidly wiping 
out the gains we have made in the past 
few weeks in processing records,”’ said 
DMV Information Officer Vinita 
Howard. Howard said the Motor 
Vehicles processing difficulties “were 
being fully documented.” 

Anderson said that all but 137 
highway division paychecks had been 
processed prior to the shutdown. 
Editors note: As of press time, 2 p.m. 
Nov.30, the computer was operational. 
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Director’s corner 


As you all know, | have resigned as 
director of the department. 

| have appreciated the opportunity 
of serving you during the past 
two-and-a-half years. We’ve tackled 
some tough issues -- not only have we 
had to face increasing costs, but voter 
apathy toward our financial needs. Your 
support has helped us weather these 
difficult times, and | hope that support 
continues through future directorships. 

The thrust of this column is not to 
dwell on my resignation. Rather, let me 
explain what | plan to help the 
department accomplish between now 
and Jan. 8, and my plans for the future 
include. 

We’re currently developing a 
department-wide six-year program to 
include all aspects, all modes, of 
transportation. Before, we dealt with 
separate transportation plans. This 


BOB BURCO 


major six-year program will help the 
commission set guidelines to operate, 
and will be an tmportant 
decision-making tool that can link our 
policies and program plans with 
financial reality. 

My emphasis will be to work on 
financial management systems, and help 
develop the program’s format. 

| expect to see the commission adopt 
a resolution in December to move the 
Banfield project forward, so we can 
continue the momentum of cooperation 
with local governments developing a 
mixed highway-transit solutions to the 
transportation needs of our largest 
metro area. 

In Washington 

Finally, as chairman of the 
Conference of State Departments of 
Transportation, | will meet with 
Transportation Secretary Brock Adams 
next week in Washington, D.C., to 
discuss the proposed merger of the 
Federal Highway Administration and 
the Urban Mass Transit Administration 
into a combined multi-modal agency. 

This Surface Transportation 
Administration, if created, ought to 
address itself to closer coordination of 
highway and transit solutions in both 
urban and rural areas across the 
country. 

| will be helping the commission and 
department through the transition stage, 
offering whatever assistance the new 
director may need. 

Again, thank you for the chance to 
serve as director. There was a sign in my 
office that read, “Rough road ahead, 
next five years.” 

Good luck on that road. 


Measure 3 fails 3-to-1 


Measure 3, a referral of legislation 
doubling the $10 vehicle registration 
fee, was decisively beaten during the 
November 7 general election. 

Unofficial statewide tallies show 
Measure 3 received 207,813 YES votes 
to 671,028 NO votes . 

The vote marked the third time in 
two years that Oregonians turned down 


TRANS TRIV] 
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NEW DIRECTOR'S NAME 


state highway fund increases. In 
November, 1976, a one-cent gas tax 
proposal failed narrowly, garnering a 48 
percent YES vote. 

In May of 1978, a two-cent gas tax 
increase received a 34 percent YES vote, 
while the YES percentage in the 
November, 1978, registration fee vote 
was less than 24 percent. 


DOES THAT SAY WHAT I THINK IT SAYS? 


a 


ek aa 


FHWA-UMTA | 
Congress 


* 


Freezing temperatures encased the 
ODOT Headquarters in Bend with snow 
and icicles last month. Joe Hubler, DMV 
office manager, survey the “prison bars”’ 
outside his office window. 
INSERT: Greg Thomas operates a snow 
scooping machine in Sisters. 
Maintenance crews in major snow areas 
have been controlling pre-Thanksgiving 
snow flurries. Story, page one. 


may merge 


transportation agencies 


The USDOT is proposing the merger 
of federal highway and transit 
administrations into one agency called 
the Surface Transportation 
Administration. 

Legislation will be 
Congress early next session to 
consolidate the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) and the Urban 
Mass Transit Administration (UMTA). 
The reorganization would not require 
any additional resources, manpower or 
funding, according to Secretary of 
Transportation, Brock Adams. 

With headquarters in Washington, 
D.C., 10 region administrators 
throughout the country would be 
responsible for implementing federal 
policy, regulations and_ providing 
technical assistance to 52 division 
offices. 

Major objectives of the proposed 
merger include: 

eIntegrating highway and _ transit 
programs. 
¢ Streamlining program delivery. 


introduced in 


Project estimate: 


Cont. from page one. 
has not yet been identified. 

ODOT’s METRO Administrator Bob 
Bothman, whose office has been 
responsible for guiding the 
environmental impact statement effort, 
says the job of passing the Banfield 
Transitway Project through the local 


® Bringing decision-making process 
closer to state and local levels. 

e Encouraging multi-modal programs. 
@ Improving program administration. 
e Encouraging cooperation among 
surface transportation staff. 

Highway improvement project 
applications will still be submitted 
through state highway departments or 
divisions, while transit project 
applicants would be allowed to submit 
grant applications directly to STA 
division offices. 

Bill Hayden, ODOT’s specialist on 
federal legislation, has been gathering 
comments on the proposal from 
administrators of the Public Transit and 
Highway Divisions and the METRO 
Branch. Comments must be submitted 
to the USDOT by Dec. 31. 

“In general, we are supporting the 
proposal,” Hayden said. “We'll be 
carefully watching the program and plan 
to identify specific areas we feel should 
be worked out before the agencies can 
successfully merge.” 


$160 million 


jurisdictional approval process is nearly 
completed . 

Endorsement has already been 
received from the Tri-Met and Columbia 
Region Association of Governments 
boards, Gresham and Portland city 
councils and the Multnomah County 
commission. 
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Simulation tests emergency procedures 


I NNT 


Editor’s note: Because the 
simulation occurred so close to VIA’s 
press deadline, we were unable to offer 
a full report. The next issue will include 
more details on the type of situation 
ODOT staffers responded to, and how 
the Highway Division Emergency Plan 
withstood its test. 


Flash floods have wiped out a series 
of small bridges along the Central 
Oregon Coast, cutting off access to 
several towns. 

A nuclear attack has destroyed the 
Grand Coulee Dam in Washington, and 
disaster in Oregon is imminent. 


Safety Watch 
misses target 


The Highway Division’s Holiday 
Safety Watch didn’t meet the goal of 
working until Jan. 1 without time-loss 
injuries, but State Highway Engineer 
Scott Coulter isn’t discouraged. 

In a message to division employees, 
Coulter reported that a vehicle accident 
with injuries occurred Nov. 21. 

“In spite of the setback, let us 
continue the challenge to try for no 
time-loss injuries. If we can do it, we 
will still have achieved a goal far greater 
than any ever reached in the past in this 
agency,” he wrote. 

The State Accident Insurance Fund 
(SAIF) had challenged the division on 
Nov. 1 to work without a time-loss 
injury until New Year’s Day. 


Quarterly out 


The Parks Branch published its first 
edition of Oregon State Parks Quarterly 
last month, 

The newsletter, edited by Kathy 
Straton, information representative, is 
part of the branch’s public information 
program that began last spring. It is 
designed to acquaint Parks constituents 
with policies, programs, revenue and 
legislative issues affecting the branch. 


These situations haven’t happened. 
But if they ever do, the Highway 
Division and other state personnel will 
be better prepared to respond, after 
attending an Emergency Operations 
Simulations Exercise (EOSE) on Nov. 
29 in Salem. 

Conducted by the Federal Highway 
Administration, ODOT region engineers 
and about 20 other eiipley.ces joined 
representatives from. ‘the Emergency 
Services Division, State Police, the 
Military Department, National Guard 
and Federal Highway Administration 
(Region 10), in responding to a “fake” 
emergency. About 70 persons 
participated. 

Region engineers submitted 
situations that could occur in Oregon to 
Leonard Chase, FHWA consultant who 
designed the exercise. Engineers, along 
with other state emergency service 
specialists served as simulators for the 
three-hour exercise, as ODOT staff 
acted to solve the problem. 

“The exercise was designed to test 
our methods of responding to 
emergencies, like the Hooskanaden 
slide, or the 1964 Christmas flood,”’ said 
Floyd Lacey, ODOT’s coordinator for 
the event. 

“Since the (ODOT) reorganization, 
the channels we have to follow in 
responding to emergencies have changed 
somewhat,” he added, “so we hope this 
simulation will point out the missing 
pieces.” 

Although the Highway Division 
Emergency Plan has withstood the test 
of operating during situations in past 
years, this was the first full-scale 
simulation, he noted. 


From left, Bob Schroeder, Scott Coulter and Ed Hunter, Highway Division officials, 
discuss simulated emergency conditions during a special three-hour excercise held 
Nov. 29 in Salem. Communications to ODOT staff and others involved were handled 


through written messages, 
conversations. 


delivered to 


“in-out”? boxes, and through phone 


First aid training saves hunter 


When Wendell Stanley saw the blood 
rushing from his brother-in-law’s 
femoral artery, he was pretty thankful 
for taking an ODOT first aid course. 

On a hunting trip in Eastern Oregon, 
the odds were bleak. They were miles 
from nowhere, in freezing weather and 


ODOT Training Center 
saves time and money 


Normally, paying rent for a training 
facility is not considered a ‘‘money 
making proposition.” 

But after its first year of use, 
ODOT’s Employee Training Center on 
Lancaster Ave. in Salem has saved the 
department $3,374, according to the 
Office of Employee Development 
(OED). 

The center is a 24-by-32-foot room 
with a smaller adjacent room, used for 
employee training programs. 

Before 1978, ODOT paid between 
$50 and $100 a day for rooms at 
various places, including the Holiday 
Inn. Besides being expensive, rooms 
were often unavailable and hard to 
reserve on the needed dates, according 
to OED Manager Ted Coonfield. 


ODOT pays $373 a month to rent 
the space. It will have been used 133 
days by Dec. 31. (Cost per day, based 
on days actually used, averages $33.) 

The $3,374 savings represents the 
difference between the rent ODOT pays 
monthly and what it would have paid 
daily for other facilities. Other agencies 
pay ODOT $25 a day for using the 
center. 

The center also eliminates the 
time-wasting ‘‘shuffling back and forth” 
of training equipment, such as film 
projectors, OED personnel were doing 
before leasing the center last January. 
The room now houses most of that 
equipment. 

OED recently renewed the center’s 
lease for another year. 


Annual awards announced 


Winners of the Regional Safe Driving 
Awards were announced last month by 
State Highway Engineer Scott Coulter. 

The five section crews are: 

Urban Region: Milwaukie Section 
Crew, Richard W. Anderson, foreman. 

Rural, West of Cascades: Oakridge 
Section Crew, Roland Roberts, 
foreman. 

Rural, East of Cascades: Jordan 
Valley Section Crew, Clyde Nichols, 
foreman. 


Snow Region: John Day Section 


Crew, Herschel Malone, foreman. 

Major Snow Pass: Warms Springs 
Junction Crew, Earl Sears, foreman. 

The formula for determining winners 
is as follows: one point for each 10,000 
miles driven; 25 points for no 
preventable accidents; three points for 
no nonpreventable accidents; five points 
for each year the crew drove without an 
accident. 

After winning an award, a crew Starts 
from zero again, to earn five points per 
year. 


without a first aid kit. Without 
Stanley’s quick thinking, Gene Collier 
would have bled to death . 
Stanley, 38, is an assistant resident 
engineer under Roy Heinze in Portland. 
The hunting party was skinning an 
elk 20 miles south of Prairie City (just 


Wendell Stanley, 
“First aid came in handy” 


IROSECS UCOcoo 


. Robert Ewen, for helping 
three stranded women change a flat 
tire north of the Oakland 
Interchange on I-5. 

Ewen, construction field 
location engineer temporarily 
Keasey, 


working under Carrol 
Construction Branch, helped Mrs. 


Robert Hutchinson, Mrs. Robert 
Fletcher and Mrs. Roy Kutland. In 
a letter to the department, they 
wrote, “He unloaded our station 
wagon, changed our tire, reloaded 
the luggage, all with a smile! We 
love Oregon!” 


east of John Day) on the morning of 
Nov. 7 when Collier’s knife slipped, 
severing the artery in his left thigh. 

“He lost a pint of blood before | ran 
over to him,” Stanley said. After 
applying direct pressure with his hand, 
Stanley made a compress from a pair of 
gloves and tied it around Collier’s thigh 
with a tee-shirt. 

He gradually added several pieces of 
cloth to soak up the blood. Then he cut 
off Collier’s pant leg to keep a closer 
watch over the wound. 


Four hours to help... . 


The third hunter, Jim Collier, took 
off to find help - which didn’t arrive 
until four hours later. 

After Stanley felt he had control 
over the bleeding, he treated Collier for 
shock and built a fire to signal the 
National Guard rescue party. 

But when Collier moved to get 
comfortable, “it all broke loose again,” 
Stanley recalled. “‘l knew | had to stop 
it, and my biggest dilemma was whether 
to apply a tourniquet.” Luckily, he 
didn’t have to. 

When the Guard arrived, there was 
no place to land, so two paramedics 
were lowered from the helicopter. 


Five hours to the ambulance.... 


“It took us five hours to pack him 
out,’ Stanley said, noting they were 
met by two sheriff’s deputies and the 
third hunter on the way back to the 
road where an ambulance was waiting. 

Collier underwent surgery at the 
John Day hospital. ‘The doctors say he 


should recover completely,” Stanley 
said. 
Bob Rottweiler, Region 1 safety 


representative who told VIA about the 
incident, is full of praise for Stanley. 
“People should know we have a real-live 
hero,” he said with a smile. 

“There’s no time to horse around 
and read your little (first aid) book 
when someone is bleeding to death,” he 
said. ‘His quick action was the only 
thing that saved the guy’s life.” 
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These women didn’t 


women, 
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Employees 


The following employees were 
promoted last month. 


CONGRATULATIONS! 


Ira Paul Arbogast, HWY, highway 
maintenance worker 2 to 3, Heppner. 

Rodney Bricco, HWY, HMW 2 to 3, 
Albany. 

Virgil L. Broadwater, TECH SERV, 
highway engineer 1, METRO, to HE 2, 
Salem. 

David W. Bryson, HWY, HE 2 to 3, 
Salem. 

Carla Corson, 


HWY, secretary to 


maintenance office manager, Portland. 


Stuart Daily, HWY, HMW 2, Albany, 
to HMW 3, Central Point. 

Dwight Dillon, HWY, engineering 
technician 2 to HE 1, Portland. 

Loren Duncan, HWY, HMW 2 to 3, 
Canyonville. 

Loyd Gatliff, HWY, highway 
maintenance supervisor 1, Newport, to 
HMS 2, Lincoln City. 

Anthony Grier, HWY, automotive 
service worker to heavy equipment 
mechanic trainee, Bend. 

James Hamburg, HWY, ET 1 to HE 
1, Portland. 

Von Hemmert, HWY, HE 2 to 3, 
Salem. 

Gereld Iverson, HWY, HMW 2, Moro, 
to HMW 3, Maupin. 

Donald Jenks, HWY, ET 3 to HE 1, 
Portland. 

John A. Johnson, HWY, ET 5 to HE 
3, Salem. 

Andrew Latomme, PARKS, assistant 
manager to manager 2, Harris Beach 


Albert Puckett 
11% Years 


know the term 
action”, but there was a job to do during World War 
Il, and they did it. Because of a manpower shortage, 
most of them housewives, 
and spread hot tar for oiling crews, right; learned 


| Way Back When ... 


“affirmative 
during traffic, 


donned overalls 


how to operate paving 
left. The female force dissolved after 
the men returned from the war. Now, however, more 
are being hired and promoted 
and engineering field than ever before. 


ae 


rollers, center; or flagged 


in the maintenance 
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receive promotions 


State Park. 

Francis Lowe, TECH SERV, HE 3 to 
4, Salem 

Fred Lucht Il, HWY, HE 2, Salem 
to HE 3, Corvallis. 

Stephen Macnab, PROJ MANAG, HE 
3, Location, to HE 4, Salem. 

William McConnel, HWY, HE 1, 
Portland to HE 2, Salem. 

Richard Nelson, HWY, HMW 2 to 
HMS 1, Portland. 

Thomas Schuft, PARKS, engineering 
aide to ET 1, Salem. 


Ray Stose, Jr.. PARKS, ranger 1, 


Richard Nelson 
HMS 1 


Tony Grier 
Mechanic Trainee 


Champoeg State Park, to ranger 2, Milo 
Mclver State Park. 

George Strawn, HWY, HE 2 to 3, La 
Grande. 

F. P. Sutherland, HWY, HMW 4 to 
HMS 2, Pendleton. 

C. L. Swearingen, HWY, HMW 4 to 
HMS 2, Klamath Falls. 

Lewis Vincent, HWY, HMW 2 to 3, 
Tillamook. 

Stephen Wilson, METRO, HE 2, 
Salem, to HE 3, Portland. 

Debra Whitekeller, DMV, 
assistant to specialist, Salem. 


clerical 


Vincent Lewis 
HMW 3 


SAIF honors announced 


Several crews earned SAIF awards 
for working without time-loss injuries. 
They include: 

Communications Crew 009-01, 
Salem; 141,807 man-hours; C. L. 
Johnson, supervisor. 

Construction Crew 080-01, Portland; 
50,000 man-hours; Paul Barnhart, 
supervisor. 

Engineering Crew 080-49, Eugene; 
261,920 man-hours; Ellis Jones, 


Newly retired: 


Four Highway Division employees 
retired recently: 


Ottis L. Dewey, Central 
weighmaster; 41% years. 

Frank E. Moran, Silver Lake, 
highway maintenance supervisor 2; 38 
years. 


Point, 


Albert E. Puckett, Salem, stores 
clerk; 11% years. 
Richard T. Escher, Aumsville, 


highway equipment superintendent 1; 
nine years. 


supervisor. 

Engineering Crew 080-17, Portland; 
50,000 man-hours; H. M. Fillmore, 
supervisor. 

District Maintenance Crew 134-01, 
Canyonville; 50,305 man-hours; Richard 
L. McNaughton, supervisor. 

District Maintenance Crew 153-01, 
Baker; 50,200 man-hours; John 
Atkinson, supervisor. 

Extra Gang Crew 152-30, Pendleton; 
53,558 man-hours; Byran Higgason, 
supervisor. 

Bridge Crew 153-20, La Grande; 
100,905 man-hours; Marion Crow, 
supervisor. 

Park Crew 430-02, Cape Blanco; 
58,285 man-hours; Dudley Rankin, 
supervisor. 

Park Crew 430-05, Harris Beach 
State Park; 100,060 man-hours; Orville 
Raymond, supervisor. 

Park Crew 450-02, Emigrant Springs; 
50,913 man-hours; Dean Muilenburg, 
supervisor. 

Park Crew 450-06, Catherine Creek; 
102,025 man-hours; Lavel Pfel, 
supervisor. 


Five percent 
salary increase 
this month 


A five percent salary increase will 
appear on the January, 1979 pay checks 
of all ODOT employees. 

The raise, effective Dec. 1, is the last 
of three raises totaling 14 percent under 
the 1977-79 collective bargaining 
contract. 

Periodic pay increases aren’t new, 
according to Carl Hobson, manager of 
Personnel Operations, who recently 
found a book of old pay schedules for 
the year 1932. 

Using the book and other old 
personnel files, Hobson traced the salary 
history of one job classification, motor 
grader operator, from 1932 to 1978. 
(Motor grader operator is one of the few 
titles that hasn’t changed.) 

The pay scale gradually grew from 45 
cents an hour in 1932 to $6.80 in 1978. 


Here’s the comparison, in four-year 
increments: 
% of 
Rates Increase 
Year (Hourly) for 4 Yr. 
Period 
1932 $ .45 
1936 B59 31% 
1940 .70 19% 
1944 87 24% 
1948 1.16 33% 
1952 1.45 33% 
1956 1.97 36% 
1960 2.36 20% 
1964 PLT 17% 
1968 3.63 31% 
1972 4.11 13% 
1976 5.93 44% 
1978 6.80 *15% 
* 2 yr. period 


Lilly to head 
waterways 


John Lilly, manager of Silver Falls 
State Park, has been selected to head 
the Scenic Waterways Program in the 
Parks Branch. 

The program was formerly managed 
by Bob Potter, who resigned last 
August. Potter was also head of the 
entire River Programs Section. Wally 
Hibbard, Willamette River Greenway 
Program coordinator, took over Potter’s 
managerial duties in addition to his 
own. Lilly will work under Hibbard 

Lilly, 30, has worked for Parks since 
1973. He received his bachelor’s degree 
in forest management from Oregon 
State University. 

Because several major construction 
projects are underway at Silver Falls, 
including a conference center, Lilly will 
divide his time between the park and 
Salem headquarters until his 
replacement is hired and _ trained, 
possibly by Jan. 1. 


Erickson new 
pers. officer 


Robert L. Erickson, Region 3 safety 
officer, has been appointed to the 
personnel officer position to be vacated 
by Smith French on Dec. 31. 

Erickson will serve as a consultant 
for all Highway Maintenance Branch 
classifications, and for the engineering 
aide class in the Highway Construction 
Branch. 

He began work with the Highway 
Department in 1963, working on paving 
and winter maintenance crews before 
being promoted to maintenance office 
manager in Roseburg in 1966. He 
became Region 3’s first safety officer in 
1972. 

French will retire after 25 years with 
the department. He was a personnel 
officer for eight years. 
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Trans reps help governments form plans 


Comprehensive land use plans for 
Oregon cities and counties are beginning 
to roll into Salem under deadlines 
imposed by the Land Conservation and 
Development Commission (LCDC). 

Helping local governments with the 
transportation and recreation aspects of 
these plans, and protecting ODOT’s 
interests in each city and county, area 
dozen ODOT staffers located 


throughout the state. 

Each parks region office has a 
part-time planning representative. A 
transportation counterpart works out of 
each highway region office. 
Wally Hibbard reviews 


In Salem, 
parks efforts, 


while Sue Harris and Kathleen Carter 
share transportation review duties. 

The final product is a city or county 
comprehensive plan submitted to the 
LCDC for approval. Because of ODOT’s 
help, the plans will take into account 
the state’s needs regarding roads, gravel 
sources, airports, scenic rivers, parks and 
local intercity transit. 


Avoiding fruitless efforts 


Also because of ODOT, these plans 
will be valuable to local governments 
because of what they may not 
contain: an expensive by-pass the 
Highway Division cannot afford; a 


Art Gottfried, left, resident engineer on the construction project, at Silver Falls State 
Park and Jeff Drago, a Highway Division structure inspector, go over plans for the 


new Conference Center at the park. 


ODOT, neighborhood resolve 


Thirteen years ago, Maywood Park 
and ODOT were on opposite sides of 
the courtroom. Now they are working 
together. 

The 1-205 freeway was to go through 
this small Portland-area community, so 
residents organized to stop it. Although 
they didn’t, close cooperation among 
residents and ODOT engineers and 
officials has resulted in a freeway plan 
that residents can live with. 

In 1965, residents northeast of 
Rocky Butte, after reviewing 
preliminary 1-205 plans, had 
incorporated their small community 
into Maywood Park, elected a mayor 
and city council in order to gain 
strength to fight ODOT in court to stop 
the freeway. 


Today, with 1-205 nearing 
completion, park residents say their 
“watchdog”’ role on the project has 


been successful. 

The city had succeeded in getting 
ODOT to change its plans to build an 
elevated freeway (it will be 10 to 15 
feet below grade), and also opted for 
the earth berm rather than a concrete 
wall as a sound barrier. 

From adjacent yards, all that will be 
visible is a slope of barkdust eventually 
to have plantings, a bike path and 
occasional large trees. 

“We exerted pressure on the 


ANSWERS TO QUIZ: 
1-b; 2-c; 3-b; 4-a; 5-c 


Have any interesting or unusual 
facts about ODOT? Send 
suggestions to Rm 104, Public 
Affairs, Salem. 


Highway Division and obtained more 
visual protection including a large earth 
berm and plantings,” said Dan Cobb, 
Maywood City Council member and 
special liaison with ODOT for the 
project. “We were also able to save 
many of the beautiful trees which lined 
Maywood Drive.” 

“While many of us still see the 
freeway as an intrusion, it is much less 
so than we originally anticipated,” he 
added. “Our close contact with the 
Highway Division helped to minimize 
the disruption of Maywood Park.” 

Ken Limbocker, design engineer with 
the METRO Branch, led the design 
effort for the freeway. His staff put in 
hundreds of hours to design this major 
highway-transit facility. He worked 
closely with city council and local 
residents for several years to come up 
with an acceptable set of design 
features. 

Close contact between Maywood 
Park and METRO continues. Bill Tison, 
resident engineer on the project, said he 
talks with residents almost daily. 
Citizen participation shouldn’t stop 
once the freeway is designed, he said. 

“If you are going to disrupt people, 
you have to do something about it,’ he 
said. “We may overlook things that need 
attention, but the citizens keep us on 
our toes.” 

Ruth Brent, city recorder and 
Maywood Park resident since 1965, 
played an active role on the 1-205 
project. A member of ENUF, (End 
Needless Urban Freeways), a group 
formed in 1975 to stop development of 
the 1-205 freeway, Brent notes that 
Maywood Park’s contact with ODOT 
yielded positive results. 

“We had many frank discussions with 
the Highway Division and elected 


residential area where a proposed state 
park is planned, or a high density 
development at the end of what is to 
become a state airport runway. 

Planning representatives, knowing 
the department’s financial situation and 
its current project plans, have been 
helping local officials and planners avoid 
the efforts they consider fruitless. 

So far, the LCDC has accepted about 
25 local comprehensive plans with 
another 250 to come in between now 
and July of 1980. While it would be 
possible to have an ODOT team in 
Salem review each plan draft as it came 
in, those involved in the current effort 
insist that it’s better to have someone 
in the field working with local citizens 
and officials. 


Breaking down suspicion 


George Strawn, transportation repre- 
sentative out of La Grande, says his 


constant criss-crossings of eastern 
Oregon are “helping to break down the 
lingering suspicion from the locals that 
we’re only in town to look out after our 
own welfare.” 

At the opposite end of the state, 
John Phillips, parks representative along 
the south coast, says that ‘the spin-off 
benefits of having me here are extensive. 
Someone from Salem coming down here 
once a year just wouldn’t have the 
credibility. | work with these people all 
the time.” 

Among Strawn’s recent journeys was 
one in October to McDermitt, Nevada, 
with several Aeronautics Division people 
to discuss expansion of a state airport 
just across the line in Oregon. 

“There | was, 350 miles from home 
in another state talking about airports. 
That’s quite a switch for an old highway 
man,” says Strawn, a 24-year veteran 
with the Highway Division. 


Center to open in April 


By next April, the new Conference 
Center at Silver Falls State Park should 
be ready for use, according to John 
Lilly, park manager. 

““We’re looking at meeting the 
conference or training needs of state, 
local, and federal agencies,” Lilly said, 
“and possibly adult church groups.” 

Two combination dormitory-day use 
buildings, under construction since 
October, will accommodate about 24 
persons. One will be accessible to the 
physically handicapped. 

Eventually, the Parks Branch hopes 
to include a meeting hall at the park. 
Plans for one are included in the 
proposed budget. 

To meet the needs of the center, 
food service will be provided in a 
remodeled dining hall and kitchen, Lilly 


differences 


officials,” she said. “We couldn’t change 
the route of the freeway, but we did 
change some of the design features. The 
freeway plantings, noise berms and the 
pedestrian walkway/bikeway along 
Maywood Place are all features which 
Maywood Park supported.” 


Tran 


A. 3,400 


17 


A. Andre Kimboko 


& Trivia 


TRANSPORTATION QUIZ 


This month’s TRANSTRIVIA is based upon articles in last month’s VIA. 
A close scrutiny of the November issue will reveal the correct answers. 


For the answers, see this page . 


1. Between September 1977 and September 1978, how many female 
ODOT employes were promoted to salary range 12 or higher? 
A. 49 B. 85 


2. ODOT’s Property Management Unit leases and maintains land and 
buildings outside of highway rights of way and state parks. Approximately 
how many acres of land fall into this category? 

B. 8,000 


3. Department photographer Gene Kinney was recently honored when Gov. 
Straub sent him a letter of congratulations on his 700th aerial photography 
mission. How many years has it taken Kinney to reach that number? 

A. B. 26 


4. Who was recently appointed as ODOT’s Affirmative Action Officer? 
B. Aubrey Davis 


5. The Motor Vehicles Division received permission to open seven new field 
offices at the October meeting of the Legislative Emergency Board. The first 
three offices, scheduled to open in January of 1978, are located in: 

A. Bend, East Eugene and Grants Pass 

B. Florence, Lincoln City and Madras 

C. Cedar Hills, Stayton and Sandy 


said. ‘‘We’re not sure yet how the food 
will be provided,” he said, ‘‘possibly 
through a concessionnaire.” 

The center will be winterized to 
allow year-round use by adult groups. 


Annual reports 
published again 


ODOT’s annual report is back. 

““TRANSPO”’, for fiscal year 
1977-78, describes activities and 
achievements of the department. It will 
be published soon by the Office of 
Intergovernmental and Public Affairs. 

In 1974, the Legislature discontinued 
the requirement for publishing 
departmental biennial reports. ODOT 
then discontinued both biennial and 
annual reports. 

But because of numerous requests 
for a readily accessible source of 
information, the annual report will be 
published again on a trial basis. 

While the document won’t be as 
elaborate as past reports, ODOT 
officials hope it will help fill the void 
in departmental historical records left 
by the discontinuance of previous 
reports. 


Crm107 


C. 20,000 


Cxs3 


C. Vicki Gates 
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JOHN HAGER, HWY 
HMW 1, Manning 


I’m against a day use fee because it puts 
poorer people at a disadvantage. Parks 
were set up to be for everyone, 
regardless of who can afford them. | am 
in favor of camping fees. 


LON ADAMS, HWY 
HMW 2, Vale 


No. | like it the way it is. People should 
be able to picnic without paying for it. 


RICHARD BRUBAKER, PARKS 
Ranger 2, Rooster Rock 


Yes, but only in a few large over-used 
parks. This would help pay operating 
expenses and eliminate over-crowding. 


Jerry Robertson is VIA’s 
inquiring photographer.He 
selects his own subjects. 

VIA’s editors frame the 

question of the month. 

Answers are edited only 
for length. 


CANDID COMMENTS 


Do you think Parks should charge day user fees? 


LOYD CADY, HWY 
HE 1, Medford 


No. | think if more funds are needed to 
maintain these areas, they should be 
obtained by 
camping fees. 


raising the overnight 


Office manager, Beaverton 


Yes, in line with the public’s demand 
for no further taxes except for essential 
government services,agencies are finding 
few alternatives but to establish user 
fees. One possibility might be to pattern 
user fees on an automated or self-service 
concept for parking only. 


SUE HARRIS, ADMIN 
Transportation planner, Salem 


| don’t support imposing a day use fee. 
When people pay their state income 
taxes, they are paying to use the state 
park facilities. The use of state parks 
should be available to everyone in 
Oregon. If more revenue is needed, it 
should be provided by the state’s 
General Fund. 


JOHN SARGEANT, HWY 
ET 1, Milwaukie 


No, except for firewood and electricity, 
etc. Oregonians pay enough tax as it is 
without double taxing. I’m in favor of 
raising the non-resident surcharge. The 
out-of-state camper is using our parks 
practically for nothing now. 


‘ 


DON PEEK, PARKS 
Ranger 1, Detroit Lake 


From what I’ve heard from the public, 
the best way to generate more money is 
to increase camping fees from 50 cents 
to a dollar. It just seems to be unfair to 
have to pay to drive to a park for a 
picnic. A day use fee may also cut down 
on park usage. 


ARDEN BREWER, HWY 
Mechanic, Bend 


No. Existing overnight fees are too high 
now. | also think we shouldn’t charge 
non-residents the surcharge because it 
makes it more difficult when 
Oregonians travel to other states. 


LORNA ROBINSON, ADMIN 
Secretary, Salem 


No. | think it would discourage 
Oregonians and tourists from using our 
state parks. Our parks are a great asset 
to the state and we can’t afford to turn 
the tourists away. | also feel it would 
damage the tourist industry. 
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Remembering .. . 


Huntley dies in fire 


Gene Huntley will be remembered 
for efforts in labor relations that won 
him national as well as statewide 
acclaim. 

Huntley, head of Labor Relations 
and long-time personnel director for the 
Highway Division, died in a fire at his 
Salem home Nov. 16. He was 58. 

Huntley started his career 30 years 
ago as a personnel officer. 

“Gene was always up to date on 
latest labor |relations practices,’’said Carl 
Hobson, ODOT personnel manager who 
had worked closely with Huntley over 
the years. “‘He read everything he could 
find and was always trying to improve 
our merit system. He brought about 
many changes.” 

As personnel director, Huntley 
actively recruited many of the civil 
engineers that now form the supervisory 
“backbone” of the Highway Division. 
“He put a lot of effort into hiring the 
best graduates,” Hobson said. ‘We were 
recruiting on a nationwide basis to 
double our staff during major interstate 
construction.” 

As head of the department’s public 
relation efforts during that time, 
Huntley increased employee awareness 
and communication through the 
department’s first publication, 
Personnel Observations. 

He was active in passing Oregon’s 
collective bargaining law and worked to 
improve the Public Employee 
Retirement System. 

Huntley was active in the National 
Civil Service Organization and in the 
American Association of State Highway 
and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) 
labor relations efforts. He has published 
several articles on the subject. 

The Oregon Statesman editorialized, 
“We will miss him for who he was and 
because we know he had much more to 
offer.” 


Frank Hall will be remembered for 
helping to lay the foundation of 
Oregon’s system of designing highways. 

Hall, 70, died Oct. 29 in Salem. The 
road design engineer retired in 1973 
after 39 years with the Highway 
Division. 

“His years of work in charge of the 
road design drafting room resulted in 
the standardization of highway 
construction plans,” said Don Trout, 
who coordinates administrative services 
for the Engineering Section. “He also 
conceived many highway safety ideas.” 

Hall worked in varying engineering 
jobs for the department, including 
draftsman, transitman, resident engineer 
and engineering supervisor. He became 
chief design engineer in 1970. 

Much of his work involved 
coordinating highway activities with the 
Federal Highway Administration, Fish 
and Wildlife, and other agencies. 


Orvan ‘‘Chub”’ Malone, 53, died of a 
heart attack at his home Oct. 27. He 
was a highway maintenance supervisor 3 
out of LaGrande. 

Friends remember him as very 
easy-going and well-liked . He worked 
for the Highway Division for 24 years, 
starting asa laborer in 1954. 


Robert E. Dawson, 69, will be 
remembered for his service to the Salem 
community as well as his 20 years of 
service in the Highway Division. 

Dawson died at his home in Salem 
Sept. 30. He was assistant chief 
weighmaster in Salem, retiring in 1970. 
He also worked as a weighmaster in 
LaGrande. 

Dawson was honored in 1975 as one 
of Salem’s 10 outstanding volunteers. 

He helped establish the Senior 
Townhouse program, serving hot meals 
to the elderly and disabled. He was a 
member of the First Christian Church, 
American Legion, Salem Elks Lodge 336, 
Pacific Lodge 50, AF & AM, AI Kadar 
Temple of Scottish Rite, and the 
Retired Officers Association. 


Gene Huntley 


Parks takes over 
beach management 


Beach patrol and permit application 
duties will be transferred from the 
Highway Division to the Parks Branch 
on Jan. 1, 1979. 

Olaf Fransen, the division’s beach 
patrolman, will retire at the end of the 
year. His responsibilities will be taken 
over by Parks staff, under the region 
supervisors. 

Currently, district engineers process 
requests for beach construction permits. 
The Parks Branch is preparing the policy 
and procedural materials to assure an 
orderly transition. 

Approval or denial of a beach 
improvement permit will still be done 
by Highway Engineer Scott Coulter. 


Radio reports 


With winter weather subject to quick 
changes, especially in the Siskiyous, it 
would be nice to just turn on the radio 
for an instant report. 

This possibility will soon be a reality 
for motorists traveling south on I-5. 

ODOT, in cooperation with radio 
stations located in cities near the 
freeway, will provide frequent road and 
weather reports during inclement 
weather. Signs, to be erected shortly by 
ODOT, will advise motorists where they 
can turn their radios . 

Signs will be placed north of Eugene, 
Roseburg, Grants Pass and Medford. 
Location of each sign will permit 
travelers to seek accommodations in one 
of these cities, or to take an alternate 
route to the coast where the weather is 
usually not as severe. 

ODOT officials are working with 
radio stations interested in participating 
in the program. 


section helps contractors 
through legal channels 


The following is part of a séries 
describing the different sections and 
units of ODOT, 


Commission Services is the ‘‘behind 
the scene” unit that does exactly what 
its name implies. 

“We serve the commission and keep 
its records,” says Cecil Head, unit 
manager and 43-year ODOT employee. 
“These include minutes of the meetings 
and public hearings, contracts, 
administrative rules and resolutions.” 

The four-person unit under the 
Intergovernmental and Public Affairs 
Branch also does much of the 
commission’s “leg work.” 

When the commission adopts a 
resolution or awards a contract, the unit 
helps usher the decision through the 
necessary, often involved legal channels. 
Staffers make sure contracts are 
processed correctly and that contractors 
are qualified before they even submit 
their bids. 

Prequalifying contractors is one of 
the unit’s major responsibilities. It 
currently maintains a list of 520 
contractors. ‘Contractors have to show 
that they have the necessary equipment, 
personnel and experience to do the 
work they want to bid on,” Head said. 
*““They have to go through 
prequalification procedures each year.” 

Head reads the bids during the 
Highway Division bid opening meetings, 
often attended by dozens of contractors 
and material suppliers who keep close 
tallies of bid amounts. 

After bids are awarded, the unit 
quickly processes the contract and 
Bond document so construction, like 
grading or paving, can begin as soon as 
possible. 


Vell 
A con 


Fran Neavoll, right, with Karen Rice, 


left, and Denise Abel 


Head, who was formerly secretary to 
the State Highway Commission, 
remembers years ago when every 
contract, voucher or agreement was 


signed by each of the three 
commissioners. Now, through delegated 
authority, certain decisions are made at 


Cecil Head reads contract bids aloud 
during Highway Division bid openings in 
Salem. His “head gear” connects him to 
the Associated General Contractor’s 


headquarters in Portland. 


the staff level. This enables the 
commission to devote more time to 
significant policy and program matters, 
he says. 

Assisting Head is Fran Neavoll. 
Under her are secretaries Karen Rice, 
who focusses on contractor 
prequalifications and bid processing; 
and Denice Able, who works mainly on 
Highway Division contracts. 


spon 


Rail plan details Oregon’s system 


Oregon’s railroad system compares 
favorably to lines in parts of the East 
and Midwest, according to David 
Williams of ODOT’s Strategic Planning 
Section. 

The condition of Oregon railroads is 
described in the state’s first rail plan, 
recently compiled by the section, under 
the Policy and Program Development 
Branch. 

The federally-funded study began in 
June, 1977, under the Railroad 
Revitalization and Regulatory Reform 
(4-R) Act of 1976. The act provides 
federal grants to states to preserve vital 
rail freight service on abandoned lines. 

In order to qualify for funding, lines 
must first be recommended for funding 
in the state plan. Oregon is likely to 
have from one to four lines a year 
qualify for federal funds, according to 
Rail Planner Williams, who worked with 


Mark Ford and Fred Hirsch under 
Manager Paul Norris on the plan. 

They interviewed rail officials and 
the public throughout the state in 
gathering data for the plan. 

“Our problem is not on a statewide 
level as it is back east,” he said. ‘Here, 
it will be more of a local concern.” 


Oregon has less abandonments 


In recent years, financial hardships in 
the U.S. have resulted in massive branch 
line abandonments. However, Oregon 
hasn’t experienced as many 
abandonments as in the East and 
Midwest, according to Williams. 

“There are two reasons,” he said. 
“First, oun system is. not “as 
overdeveloped as in older parts of the 
nation,” he said. “Second, the Western 
railroads are in better condition.” 

The ODOT team analyzed Oregon’s 


lines on the basis of need: If the benefit 
of preserving freight service on an 
abandoned line exceeds the cost, then it 
would be eligible for federal help. 


Land use included 


Planners also detailed Oregon’s rail 
system, past and present. The study also 
describes rail commodity flows and 
passenger rail service. And because they 
found Oregon’s rail problems not to be 
severe, they enlarged the study to 
include discussions on rail-related land 
use planning and other issues. 

The plan is currently out for public 
review. Each year it will be updated to 
include lines eligible for federal funding. 

“We've gotten a lot of response 
about the plan from our 
advertisements,” Williams said, “from 
both- the general public as well as 
various business and government bodies.” 
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By Shannon Priem Allen 


Jacques Bergman has single-handedly 
built the Fremont Bridge, most of I-5 
and Portland’s freeway system. He is 
currently working on Salem’s Front 
Street project. 

Instead of asphalt, concrete and 
steel, however, he uses plastic, knives 
and saws. And his masterpieces 
wouldn’t even accommodate Gulliver’s 
Lilliputians. 

Bergman has been building models 
for the Highway Division for 20 years. 
He works under the Traffic Engineering 
Section. 

His shop resembles a craftman’s 
studio, with its jars of assorted brushes, 
paints, tools, and sheets of colored 
plastic. Numerous highway models lay 
on long tables waiting for new parts or 
revisions. 

The sight of the tiny bridges, roads 
and cars could easily seduce an adult 
back into the forgotten “make believe”’ 
world of children. 

Bergman, with his white hair, kind, 
round face and engaging laugh, even 
resembles Ed Wynn-- the master toy- 
maker in the movie, Babes in Toyland. 

But labeling his models “‘toys” would 
be a mistake. Each one -- he thinks he’s 
made about 75 -- is an exact, to scale 
replica of a highway structure. Bergman 
takes pride in blending engineering with 
artistic skills. 


Combination engineer-artist 


“| work from the ground up, like an 
engineer,” he says, “relying on my 
background in art and sculpture.” 
Bergman worked as a display and 
exhibit maker before coming to work 
for ODOT. 

The craftsman uses horizontal and 


Jacques Bergman, with model of Astoria 
Bridge cofferdam. 


vertical engineering plans, aerial 
photographs, maps, “and anything | can 
get my hands on,” he says. Scaling 
down a plan to miniscule size is easy, he 
adds. Instead of a foot, or feet as a 
measure, you use a fraction of an inch. 

Models used to be made from balsa 
wood and glue. “They were too fragile,” 
Bergman says, ‘‘so | changed to plastic.” 
He uses electric saws and sanders to 
construct parts for models. 

Bergman was making models before 
it was considered a profession. “Years 
ago | made everything from scratch -- 
cars, trees, everything,” he said. The 
industry has grown in the past few 
years, and more miniature paraphernalia 
is available. 

““Chemical companies have 
discovered it is easier and cheaper to 
build models before making final 
designs for plant construction,” 
Bergman said. “Building a model often 
eliminates errors you can not see on 
paper.” 

Avoiding mistakes 


Some of Bergman’s models have also 
helped the Highway Division avoid 
costly mistakes. “We created a model of 
one interchange from _ preliminary 
designs,” Bergman noted. “The model 
revealed a 32-foot discrepancy.” In 
other words, opposite ends of the 
freeway didn’t meet in the middle. 

“They would have discovered it soon 
enough, but building a model is a 
cheaper way to make a mistake.”’ 

“I still make many things myself,” he 
says, nimbly bending strands of copper 
wire into a tree. He points to crumbs of 
green foam rubber that would become 
the leaves. 

Why so much detail? Isn’t the 
highway itself the important part of a 
model? 

“Models need to show the total 
picture,” Bergman explains. They are 
used for public hearings and 
information meetings. “People come to 
see where their house or business fits 
into the freeway, or proposed 
improvement.” = 

“One man studied the Portland East 
Bank Freeway model for an hour. He 
had located his trucking business and 
figured out the best way to get his 
trucks on the freeway.” 


Models used in Court 


Detail has also come in handy during 
litigation. Highway models are used as 
court exhibits when ODOT sues, or is 
sued by a contractor or other party. 

The Astoria Bridge lawsuit, for 
instance, called for a replica of parts of 
the bridge, including a cofferdam 
complete with pilings, cement and other 
details. 

“I painstakingly recreated that job 


exactly as the contractors did it,” 
Bergman recalls. 

The extent to which Bergman goes in 
lending realism to his models is often 
amazing. 

The Fremont Bridge model, for 
instance, included working overhead 
street lights. 

Where did he come up with the tiny 
lights? “Well, you start asking questions 
and ideas start popping into your head.” 
Haphazard, but it works. 

“‘We thought about using model 
railroad lights, but even they were too 
big. Then we heard about surgical 
instrument lighting -- perfect! Then a 
specialist helped us wire the system.” 

At home in Portland, Bergman 
enjoys sculpting, woodworking and 
painting. He has a wife and two 
daughters. 

Although the big highway 
construction era is almost over, 
Bergman anticipates a future of building 


Jacques Bergman . 


more transit-related models, like the 
proposed Banfield Transitway. 

Originally from Holland, Bergman 
came to Portland after World War II. 
Many ODOT employees are veterans, 
but none brought home the kind of war 
scar Bergman wears on his left arm. 

“1 was incarcerated,” he says, 
pointing matter-of-factly to the ‘‘name” 
on his arm he was given in a Jewish 
concentration camp: 175345. “It 
doesn’t bother me to talk about it 
anymore,” he said. “In fact, | call it my 
social insecurity number,” he adds with 
a soft chuckle. 

Bergman lived through nine camps 
including the famed Auschwitz and 
Bergen-Belsen ‘“‘death camps,” where he 
helped bury hundreds of his people 
during three years of imprisonment. 

“We lived not daily, but hourly,” he 
recalls. “Having a strong will to live -- 
and luck, were the only ways to 
survive.” 


Retirees Let Us Know What's Happening 


Historical tours 


Oma Patton, 4670 Silverton Rd., Salem, 
97303. Retired 1976. 

Oma recently returned from a tour 
of historical points in and around 
Washington, D.C. She visited the 


Capitol, White House, Smithsonian 
Institute, Gettysburg, Philadelphia, 
Boston, New Jersey, Rhode Island, 


Lexington and Concord. 

“We had a big history lesson 
crammed in our minds in two weeks,” 
she writes. 

In New York, she visited the Statue 
of Liberty and went to the top of the 
Empire State Building. After this tour, 
she ‘‘appreciates the cleanliness of 
Salem and Oregon,”’ she writes. 


Change in climate 


William M. Payton, 116 Fairground Rd., 
Monterey, Calif. 93940. Retired 1958. 
Payton, 86, who worked on the 


John Day Bridge crew in the 1950s, 
writes that he lives near his son in a 
trailer home. 

The climate is a welcome change 
from the 45-degrees-below he 
sometimes encountered while 


homesteading one winter in Kenai, 
Alaska. Payton has also spent some time 
in Indiana, where he was born. 


Fruit and nuts 
Vern Goodell. 743 Jane Ann Rd., 


Published monthly by the Office of Public Affairs for the employees of 
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Ontario, 97914. Retired 1977. 

Vern writes that he and his wife have 
moved from La Grande to Ontario. 
They bought half of an acre with several 
kinds of fruit trees. They also look 
forward to harvesting nuts from their 
walnut trees. 


Traveled 79,000 miles 


John J. Young P.O. Box 604, Echo, 
97826. Retired 1964. 

John and his wife have traveled 
79,000 miles by pickup and trailer 
through the western states since 
retirement. 

They have lived in Echo for six years, 
and spend winters in Arizona, at Box 
305, Black Canyon City. 

“We’re both in fair health and are 
glad to receive the paper and see letters 
from other retirees,” writes John. “Send 
my regards to Warren Gaskill, deputy 
parks engineer.” 


